

NOTE: Completion of this Environmental Statement must comply with the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 1999 (as amended).  It is the responsibility of the developer and, ultimately, the relevant planning authority to ensure that it does.

#




Insert the appropriate planning application form on the next page.

Stage 1

Only complete, at this stage, the boxes that relate to identification of the developer, and details about the proposed development.  Do not complete, at this stage, the boxes that relate to later stages of formal planning application, i.e. Land ownership, fees and signed declarations.

Stage 2

When ready to proceed to planning application, complete the entire Application Form, sign it electronically, and submit it to the Planning Authority together with evidence that the appropriate fees have also been paid.

Note: unless there have been changes to the details contained within the Pre-Application and Screening & Scoping Template (if used), details from the Application Form part of that Template can be entered into this one electronically by copy/pasting.

Note: provision is made for insertion of plans, maps and diagrams within the ES Template (see Section 2).

Planning Applications Forms can be located at the website links below:

Comhairle Nan Eilean:


http://www.w-isles.gov.uk/planapps/planforms.htm
Highland Council:

http://www.highland.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/D2A1FF38-0E12-4BBF-8366-B975CBEF5104/0/FishfarmingApplication.pdf
Argyll and Bute Council:


http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/content/planning/developmentcontrol/devcontappforms/94marinefishfarmapplication/?s=3187158&a=0
Orkney Islands Council:


http://www.orkney.gov.uk/nqcontent.cfm?a_id=9823&tt=orkneyv2
Shetland Council:

http://www.shetland.gov.uk/planningcontrol/applicationforms/default.asp
North Ayrshire Council:

http://www.north-ayrshire.gov.uk/na/FormsDB.nsf/index/AD47EA88A616B6838025700B004B19BD?OpenDocument&MenuType=Environment&DocDisplay=NoDoc&DFBC=Planning&CatLevel=1||
INSERT APPROPRIATE PLANNING APPLICATION FORM HERE:

     



[image: image1]
PART I











1.
Summary of Potentially Significant Environmental Effects

2.
Non-technical summary (NTS) of the information provided in Sections 3 to 6 and Section 8.

3.
Description of the development, including in particular:

3.1.
A description of the physical characteristics of the whole development and the land use requirements during the construction and operational phases

3.2.
A description of the main characteristics of the production processes, for instance, nature and quantity of the materials used;
4.
An outline of the main alternatives considered and an indication of the main reasons for the choice, taking into account the environmental effects.
5.
General brief description of aquaculture impacts on the environment, having regard to:

· An estimate, by type and quantity, of expected residues and emissions resulting from the operation of the development

· A description of the aspects of the environment likely to be affected by the development

· A description of the likely effects of the development on the environment – and the description of the forecasting methods used to assess the effects on the environment

· Mitigation measures
6.
Further assessment of potentially significant effects on the environment arising from the proposal, having regard to:

· An estimate, by type and quantity, of expected residues and emissions resulting from the operation of the development

· A description of the aspects of the environment likely to be significantly affected by the development

· A description of the likely significant effects of the development on the environment – and the description of the forecasting methods used to assess the effects on the environment

· Mitigation measures

7.
Difficulties in compiling the required information.
PART II

8.
The Technical report - the data required to identify and assess the main effects which the development is likely to have on the environment.

ANNEX 1


Summary boxes for developer, relevant authority and statutory consultees






The scope of this Environmental Statement is guided by the Scoping Opinion provided by       (the relevant planning authority).  In both Parts I and II it responds to the Scoping Opinion by providing analysis and conclusions (Part I) and background data (Part II).  The Statement’s main focus is on the areas identified by the relevant planning authority as potentially leading to significant adverse effects on the environment as a result of this proposed development. 

The relevant planning authority recommended that this Environmental Statement focus on the following areas.  Details of these areas can be found in the appropriate parts of this document, particularly Section 6 and Section 8.

Insert a very brief description of each potentially significant environmental effect, by summarising the key Screening and Scoping Opinions.  Identify which part of Section 6 considers each of these effects in more detail. Full Scoping Opinion will be discussed in Section 6.

	No.
	Potentially Significant Impact

	 1
	     

	 2
	     

	3
	     



This summary covers the information provided in Sections 2 to 5 and Section 7 of the full Environmental Statement. 

It is recommended that this NTS should occupy no more than 6 sides of A4. It should be capable of being extracted and published separately. It must use non-technical language.
	Name of Developer

     


	Description of the Development

     
Note: use of maps, diagrams and photographic information can be particularly helpful in a non-technical summary.



	Alternatives Considered

     


	General Aquaculture Interaction With The Environment

     


	Assessment Of Potentially Significant Environmental Effects

     


	Conclusions

     




The developer should complete this Section.  Note that the Planning Application Form contains much of the details concerning the proposed development, and these should not be repeated here. This section should contain any supplemental graphical or operational information.

	Insert a map showing location of farm, or range of location options if the development is for a new farm.  If possible, also indicate the location of the relevant shore base on the map, and if known, the locations of other fish farm sites in the area.

‘Copy’ appropriate sized map from relevant file, highlight the grey form field below, and ‘paste’

     

	Insert a map showing configuration of proposed pens and moorings and identify the coordinate of the NE corner of each group.

‘Copy’ appropriate sized map from relevant file, highlight the grey form field below, and ‘paste’

     

	Insert any other relevant graphical information.

‘Copy’ appropriate sized map from relevant file, highlight the grey form field below, and ‘paste’

     

	Insert any other relevant textual information concerning the design of the proposed development.

     


. 


Any additional relevant aspects of the operational characteristics of the proposed development not included in the Planning Application Form should be briefly recorded here. 

	     




Complete either box as appropriate. This section should contain brief details of alternative development options considered before, during, and after the pre-application consultation and the EIA Screening & Scoping exercise. Specific aspects of mitigation should be omitted from Section 3, but included in Sections 5 and 7.


	     




Section 5 considers briefly all the potential areas of interaction between aquaculture and the environment, because these are of general interest to recipients of this Environmental Statement.  However, they have not been identified during Screening as likely to cause a significant effect on the environment, and therefore coverage is brief but hopefully informative.  
Provide brief details of how each potential impact could affect receptors or issues in the environment. Include, where relevant, a brief statement about other regulatory regimes that serve to ensure the specific interaction is managed safely.  Consider briefly the possibility of cumulative or indirect effects on the environment. 

	5.1.
	Benthic Impacts

	
	     

	
	

	5.2.
	Water Column Impacts

	
	     

	
	

	5.3.
	Interaction with Predators

	
	     

	
	

	5.4.
	Interaction with Wild Salmonids

	
	     

	
	

	5.5.
	Impacts upon species or habitats of conservation importance, including Sensitive Sites

	
	     

	
	

	5.6.
	Navigation, Anchorage, Commercial Fisheries, other non-recreational maritime uses (MOD)

	
	     

	
	

	5.7.
	Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment

	
	     

	
	

	5.8.
	Noise

	
	     

	
	

	5.9.
	Cultural Heritage

	
	     

	
	

	5.10.
	Waste Management (non-fish)

	
	     

	
	

	5.11.
	Socioeconomic, Access and Recreation

	
	     

	
	

	5.12.
	Traffic and Transport

	
	     

	
	

	   5.13
	Human Population

	
	     

	
	

	   5.14
	Climatic Factors 

	
	     

	
	

	     5.15   
	Any other issues (e.g. restoration of the site)

	
	     

	
	



Section 6 considers in detail the potential areas of interaction between the proposed development and the environment that were identified during Screening as likely to cause a significant effect. These were summarised in Section 1.  Each identified concern is discussed sequentially, in Sections 6.1, 6.2, etc.

In each case the interaction of concern is discussed according to accepted EIA methodology:

· Source – which organisation(s) identified the specific interaction as being of interest

· Scoping – what were the main elements of Scoping guidance, if relevant

· Emissions - An estimate, by type and quantity, of expected residues and emissions resulting from the operation of the development
· Baseline – a description of the baseline environment of interest

· Environmental Receptor – identification of the specific feature of the environment likely to be impacted
· Assessment – an attempt to describe and quantify the effect of any impact on the receptor/issue
· Mitigation – approaches that might be taken to mitigate the effect of any impact

· Summary – a quantitative attempt to summarise the effect of the impact

Complete the following series of tables, for each of the risk areas identified in Section 1. Refer to data and other evidence contained in Section 8. Two sets of tables for Section 6 are included below, but further sets can be created by copying and pasting.


	6.1.1.      Source

Identify the organisation(s) that expressed concern about the potential significance of the interaction

     



	6.1.2.      Scoping

Summarise the Scoping advice that was given, and where appropriate comment upon how the advice was followed. (Refer to specific methodologies or approaches, which should be set out in detail in the Technical Report, Section 7)

     



	6.1.3.      Baseline

Provide a concise summary of the current baseline environment, focussing on the particular aspects that are relevant to the presence of potentially sensitive receptors to aquaculture impacts. Refer to background methodology used, and any raw data, which should be included in the Technical Report, Section 8.

     



	6.1.4.      Receptor/Issue
Discuss in sufficient detail:

· What is known about the receptor/issuer, its scale, scope and sensitivity or resilience to impacts

· What is known about how the impact from the proposed development will have an effect on the receptor/issue, particularly bearing in mind the location and scale of the development

     



	6.1.5.      Mitigation

The Guidance Documents provides guidance on options for mitigation 

Describe how mitigation relates to the identified environmental risk area in this case.

     



	6.1.6       Assessment

	Taking into account all the information provided above, assess the magnitude of the impact on the sensitive receptor or environmental issue. 



	Character or Nature of the Impact
	Discuss and Quantify where Possible
	Magnitude of Impact 

	Consider the impact/receptor interaction according to the following criteria:
	Discuss the impact/receptor according to the criteria on the left. Attempt to quantify wherever possible, and discuss the implications of the quantification. 

A good example would be where an impact had a predicted effect on a percentage of a receptor in the area, and there was evidence (Section 8) to suggest that percentage is enough to affect the integrity of the entire receptor category in that area – an ecosystem approach.
	Assign a Score:
High

Medium

Low



	Frequency

How often might the interaction occur
	     
	     

	Probability
	     
	     

	Direct

Arising as a result of the proposal itself 
	     
	     

	Indirect

Arising from effects associated with measures required to accommodate the proposal 
	     
	     

	Short, medium or long term

The duration of effects where short term may be less than one year, medium term one to five years and long term over five years

	     
	     

	Permanent or temporary

Whether or not change is reversible or irreversible, given mitigation measures, or whether the effect is for a limited duration

	     
	     

	Positive or negative 

Whether the effects are beneficial or detrimental to resources or receptors

	     
	     

	Cumulative

Arising from the combined effect of a number of impacts 


	     
	     


	6.1.7.      Summary - Assessment of Significant Effect

Briefly summarise the outcomes from 6.1.6. and provide a concluding statement as to significance of the likely impact of the development upon the receptor being considered. Check the appropriate box:









Positive

Negative

No impact






 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Minor impact (positive/negative)



 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Moderate impact (positive/negative)



 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Major impact (positive/negative)



 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Concluding statement:

     




	6.2.1.      Source

Identify the organisation(s) that expressed concern about the potential significance of the interaction

     



	6.2.2.      Scoping

Summarise the Scoping advice that was given, and where appropriate comment upon how the advice was followed. (Refer to specific methodologies or approaches, which should be set out in detail in the Technical Report, Section 7)

     



	6.2.3.      Baseline

Provide a concise summary of the current baseline environment, focussing on the particular aspects that are relevant to the presence of potentially sensitive receptors to aquaculture impacts. Refer to background methodology used, and any raw data, which should be included in the Technical Report, Section 8.

     



	6.2.4.      Receptor/Issue

Discuss in sufficient detail:

· What is known about the receptor/issuer, its scale, scope and sensitivity or resilience to impacts

· What is known about how the impact from the proposed development will have an effect on the receptor/issue, particularly bearing in mind the location and scale of the development

     



	6.2.5.      Mitigation

The Guidance Documents provides guidance on options for mitigation 

Describe how mitigation relates to the identified environmental risk area in this case.

     



	6.2.6       Assessment

	Taking into account all the information provided above, assess the magnitude of the impact on the sensitive receptor or environmental issue. 



	Character or Nature of the Impact
	Discuss and Quantify where Possible
	Magnitude of Impact 

	Consider the impact/receptor interaction according to the following criteria:
	Discuss the impact/receptor according to the criteria on the left. Attempt to quantify wherever possible, and discuss the implications of the quantification. 

A good example would be where an impact had a predicted effect on a percentage of a receptor in the area, and there was evidence (Section 8) to suggest that percentage is enough to affect the integrity of the entire receptor category in that area – an ecosystem approach.
	Assign a Score:
High

Medium

Low



	Frequency

How often might the interaction occur
	     
	     

	Probability
	     
	     

	Direct

Arising as a result of the proposal itself 
	     
	     

	Indirect

Arising from effects associated with measures required to accommodate the proposal 
	     
	     

	Short, medium or long term

The duration of effects where short term may be less than one year, medium term one to five years and long term over five years

	     
	     

	Permanent or temporary

Whether or not change is reversible or irreversible, given mitigation measures, or whether the effect is for a limited duration

	     
	     

	Positive or negative 

Whether the effects are beneficial or detrimental to resources or receptors

	     
	     

	Cumulative

Arising from the combined effect of a number of impacts 


	     
	     


	6.2.7.      Summary - Assessment of Significant Effect

Briefly summarise the outcomes from 6.1.6. and provide a concluding statement as to significance of the likely impact of the development upon the receptor being considered. Check the appropriate box:









Positive

Negative

No impact






 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Minor impact (positive/negative)



 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Moderate impact (positive/negative)



 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Major impact (positive/negative)



 FORMCHECKBOX 


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Concluding statement:

     




The preparation of a robust Environmental Statement requires access to a substantial amount of information about the proposed development, and about the receiving environment.  All statutory bodies that hold information about the environment are obliged to divulge this to developers for which they may make a charge, but they are not to undertake any new research.  Developers may also have undertaken some fundamental research/surveying/monitoring in order to complete Section 8.  In all cases, challenges to providing factual information should be noted here.

The key to the outcome of an Environmental Statement is the judgement about the significance of one or more adverse environmental impact.  Definition of significance is prescribed by a varying degree by statute and policy.  In many cases, such guidance is general in nature and practitioners have been obliged to develop definitions for specific topics and projects.  Where this guidance is ‘general in nature’, it might be difficult for developers or their consultants to engage in objective consideration of significance.  Where this proves to be the case it should be clearly recorded here. 

Requests for information in this ES, or subsequent to its submission, which indicate a lack of communication and data sharing between statutory consultees, should also be clearly recorded here.

	Difficulties in Compiling the Required Information
     






This section of the Environmental Statement is designed to provide confirmation that the judgements made in Part I are based upon firm evidence and robust analysis.  The section is not prescriptive in terms of layout and structure.

The information provided herein relates primarily to the potentially significant adverse environmental effects described in Section 1, and discussed in detail in Section 6.

Insert technical details as required, including: data gathered and analysed from literature sources; data gathered and analysed from direct surveys; full references.  The Guidelines provide substantial guidance on methodologies to be applied, or refers to other sources of guidance. See Annex G in the Practical Guidelines.

     

	A.1
Developer Summary – Stage 1 (Optional)


	We have completed this Environmental Statement (ES), and now notify this to the relevant authority and statutory consultees.  We request they examine this ES and inform us, by completing the following boxes, whether any further information is required.  Please respond within 4 weeks from the date of the covering letter. 
Note: The process in A1 and A2 is an informal opportunity for the relevant authority and statutory consultees to check that the subjects identified in Scoping have been covered within the ES, and to warn of any shortcomings before the process proceeds to Planning Application.  It does not replace the formal need to fully analyse and comment upon the details of the ES once it has been lodged with the Planning Application.



	Electronic signature:     
Name:      
Company:      
Date:      


	TEMPLATE TRANSFER GUIDANCE - 1

	After the developer has completed all relevant sections up to this point, the current version of the master ES template should be posted on CD-ROM to the relevant authority and the statutory consultees. 

	A.2
Consultee Responses to Stage 1

	Organisation (identify:      )

We believe this ES contains sufficient information for our requirements            FORMCHECKBOX 

We require additional information in the ES, as outlined below:

     
Contact name:         
     
Electronic signature:
     
Date:      



	TEMPLATE TRANSFER GUIDANCE - 2

	When the relevant authority and statutory consultees have completed initial assessment of the draft ES, and completed the appropriate section in A.2 above, they should provide their response directly to the developer.

NOTE: In this instance there is no requirement to send the entire ES file back to the developer. The consultee should simply copy its unique A.2 response box onto a blank MS Word document, save with an appropriate file name, and return to the developer as an email attachment. 



	A.3
Developer Summary - Stage 2



	SUBMISSION:

We hereby submit our environmental statement.
Any other comments:

     


	Electronic signature:     
Name:      
Company:      
Date:      


	TEMPLATE TRANSFER GUIDANCE - 3

	Signature of box A.3 above signifies formal submission of the planning application and accompanying environmental statement. Developers should ensure they have:

· Completed the final sections of the planning application form

· Included the planning application fee

· Included the advertisement fees
· Complied with Regulation 13 of the EIA (Scotland) Regulations 1999 (as amended)

Developers should now post the completed template (on CD-ROM x 6) to the planning authority.

(Developers are hereby confirming that they also have spare copies of the ES available on CD-ROM, and bound hard copies of the NTS available at their office.)







PLANNING APPLICATION


AND


EIA TEMPLATE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENTS





MARINE PEN FISH FARMING














Before completing this template you should familiarise yourself with Environmental Impact Assessment: Practical Guidelines Toolkit for Marine Fish Farming, Planning Advice Note (PAN) 58 Environmental Impact Assessment, and circular 8/2007 (links to documents below)   





� HYPERLINK "http://www.sarf.org.uk/Project%20Final%20Reports/SARF024%20-%20Final%20Reports%20and%20Templates/EIA%20Guidelines%20FINAL+%20Templates.pdf" ��http://www.sarf.org.uk/Project%20Final%20Reports/SARF024%20-%20Final%20Reports%20and%20Templates/EIA%20Guidelines%20FINAL+%20Templates.pdf� 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/1999/10/pan58-root/pan58" ��http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/1999/10/pan58-root/pan58� 





� HYPERLINK "http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/11/30082353/0" ��http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2007/11/30082353/0� 





This template provides best practice guidance on a consistent layout for an Environmental Statement (ES). It also prompts an option of a two-stage approach to ES:





When the ES has been initially completed, but before the planning application has been formally signed and submitted to the planning authority, statutory consultees and the planning authority could be sent copies on CD-ROM.  They will examine the ES, and indicate to the developer whether any further information that falls within their statutory competence is required, and explain why.





When any requests for further information have been incorporated within the ES, it is then intended to be used in conjunction with the formal submission of a planning application to the relevant planning authority.  The Environmental Statement produced by the developer, or on the developer’s behalf by a third party, forms an Annex to the application form.











A. GUIDANCE FOR ALL USERS OF THIS TEMPLATE








B. FILLING IN THE TEMPLATE











At the points where you wish to add text, insert the cursor over the grey ‘text form field’ or in the appropriate place in a table or box.  Simply start typing.  Text should wrap down the page, and main form boxes will expand to accommodate.  Please attempt to keep responses brief and factual. Save your version of the master file with your own unique filename. 





For ‘check boxes’, double click when the cursor is on the box, and click the ‘default value – checked’ option. 











C. DEVELOPER AND ADMINISTRATION DETAILS








ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT TEMPLATE





MARINE PEN FISH FARMING








D. CONTENTS








Note 1:





The developer has the initial lead role in the completion of this template, through Sections 1 to 7.





Note 2:





This template is designed to expand form fields, tables and boxes when required. It is therefore not possible to include page number indicators in the Contents Page. However, the document can be readily navigated by using Section Headings and Sub-Headings. In addition, the key potentially significant impacts of this particular development are highlighted in Section 1, and discussed primarily in Sections 6 and 8. 





6.2	 Potential Significant Environmental Effect 2	





PART I








2.	NON TECHNICAL SUMMARY 








3.	DESCRIPTION OF THE DEVELOPMENT








3.1	Physical Characteristics of the Development








3.2	Operational Characteristics of the Development








4.	ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED








4.1 	Change to an Existing Farm/Development of a New Farm








5.	GENERAL AQUACULTURE INTERACTION WITH THE ENVIRONMENT








6.	ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS








6.1	 Potential Significant Environmental Effect 1 	








7.	DIFFICULTIES IN COMPILING THE REQUIRED INFORMATION








PART II








8.	THE TECHNICAL REPORT








ANNEX 1








1.	POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 
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